
TN01 RTO Code – Which District 
in Tamil Nadu Full Guide  

Vehicle registration numbers in Tamil Nadu begin with the state code “TN”, followed by a 
number that identifies the Regional Transport Office (RTO) responsible for the vehicle. 
Among these registration codes, TN01 is an important code associated with Chennai. If you 
are searching for tn 01 which district, it refers to the Chennai Central RTO jurisdiction in 
Tamil Nadu. Understanding the TN01 RTO code can help vehicle owners identify the 
registration authority, complete documentation and access relevant transport services. 

 

TN01 RTO Code – Which District Does It Represent? 

The TN01 RTO code represents Chennai Central in Tamil Nadu. It is one of the registration 
codes used for the Chennai region and forms part of the state's vehicle registration system. 

A vehicle carrying a registration number beginning with TN01 is registered under the 
jurisdiction associated with Chennai Central. For example, a registration number may appear 
in a format such as TN 01 AB 1234, where: 

▪ TN represents Tamil Nadu. 

▪ 01 identifies the concerned RTO jurisdiction. 

▪ AB represents the registration series. 

▪ 1234 is the unique registration number assigned to the vehicle. 

The Government of Tamil Nadu's official records also refer to the Office of the Regional 
Transport Officer (Chennai Central), confirming the association of TN01 with Chennai 
Central. 

https://www.squareinsurance.in/rto/tamil-nadu/chennai


TN01 RTO at a Glance 
▪ RTO Code: TN01 
▪ State: Tamil Nadu 
▪ RTO Region: Chennai Central 
▪ City: Chennai 
▪ Vehicle Registration Prefix: TN01 
▪ RTO Type: Regional Transport Office 
▪ Major Functions: Vehicle registration, driving licence services, ownership transfer, 

vehicle-related documentation, permits, taxation and transport compliance. 

The exact jurisdiction and administrative arrangements of transport offices can change over 
time. Therefore, vehicle owners should verify the applicable office and service requirements 
when submitting an application. 

What Does the TN01 Registration Number Mean? 

A vehicle registration number is more than a random combination of letters and digits. It 
helps identify the state and registering authority under which a vehicle has been registered. 

For TN01: 

TN = Tamil Nadu 

01 = Chennai Central RTO 

The remaining letters and numbers distinguish one registered vehicle from another. 

For instance, if a vehicle has the registration number TN01 CD 4567, the “TN01” portion 
indicates that the vehicle was registered under the Chennai Central RTO code, while “CD 
4567” identifies its particular registration series and number. 

This information can be useful when checking registration documents, transferring vehicle 
ownership, purchasing a used vehicle or understanding where a vehicle was originally 
registered. 

Services Offered by an RTO Under TN01 

An RTO performs several regulatory and administrative functions related to road transport. 
Vehicle owners associated with the TN01 jurisdiction may need the RTO for services such 
as: 

▪ New vehicle registration 

▪ Registration certificate-related services 

▪ Transfer of vehicle ownership 

▪ Change of address in registration records 

▪ Duplicate registration certificate applications 

▪ Renewal of vehicle registration where applicable 



▪ Issuance and renewal of driving licences 

▪ Learner's licence-related services 

▪ Permanent driving licence services 

▪ Vehicle fitness certification for applicable vehicles 

▪ Permit-related services for transport vehicles 

▪ Road tax and other applicable motor vehicle-related payments 

▪ Hypothecation addition or termination 

▪ Vehicle-related document updates 

▪ Compliance and verification requirements 

Many transport-related processes have been progressively digitised, allowing applicants to 
initiate or track certain services online. The availability of a particular service and the 
documents required can depend on the type of vehicle and transaction. 

How to Register a Vehicle Under TN01 

When purchasing a new vehicle in the Chennai Central jurisdiction, registration is an 
essential legal requirement before the vehicle can be used regularly on public roads. 

A general registration process includes the following steps: 

1. Purchase the Vehicle 

After purchasing the vehicle, the dealer generally prepares the necessary registration 
documents and submits the application through the applicable process. 

2. Submit Required Documents 

Documents may include the vehicle invoice, identity and address proof, insurance 
documents, applicable tax information and other forms required for registration. 

3. Pay Applicable Charges 

The owner needs to pay applicable registration fees, road tax and other charges based on 
the vehicle category and prevailing rules. 

4. Vehicle Inspection 

Where required, the vehicle may be presented for inspection or verification by the transport 
authority. 

5. Receive the Registration Details 

Once the application is approved, the vehicle receives its registration number and the 
registration certificate is issued according to the applicable procedure. 



For registration-related services, applicants should ensure that the information submitted in 
the application matches the vehicle and supporting documents. 

Documents Commonly Required for Vehicle 
Registration 

The exact documentation can vary depending on whether the vehicle is new, used, 
transferred from another state or involved in a special registration category. Commonly 
required documents can include: 

▪ Form and registration application documents 

▪ Vehicle invoice 

▪ Valid motor insurance document 

▪ Proof of identity 

▪ Proof of address 

▪ Vehicle sale certificate 

▪ Road tax payment details 

▪ Applicable registration fee receipt 

▪ Temporary registration details, where applicable 

▪ Pollution Under Control certificate, where applicable 

▪ Documents relating to financing or hypothecation, if applicable 

Keeping original documents and valid copies organised can make the registration process 
easier. 

How to Check a TN01 Vehicle Registration 

A TN01 vehicle registration can be checked through the appropriate government transport 
services by entering the vehicle registration details. 

When checking a vehicle, information may be required such as: 

1. Vehicle registration number 

2. Registration-related details 

3. Other verification information requested by the system 

The government vehicle information ecosystem provides facilities for accessing and verifying 
vehicle-related records. The official Parivahan analytics system also provides vehicle-
registration data interfaces, including Tamil Nadu and RTO selection options. 



However, publicly available vehicle information may be limited, and sensitive owner 
information is not necessarily displayed to everyone. 

Why Is the TN01 RTO Code Important? 

The RTO code is useful in several everyday vehicle-related situations. 

Identifying the registering authority: 
TN01 indicates Chennai Central, helping determine the RTO associated with the registration. 

Buying a used vehicle: 
A buyer can understand the original registration jurisdiction from the vehicle number and 
compare it with the registration certificate. 

Ownership transfer: 
Knowing the registering RTO can help vehicle owners understand where the relevant 
records are maintained and what procedure may apply. 

Documentation: 
The RTO code appears as part of the registration number and is linked with official vehicle 
records. 

Vehicle verification: 
The registration number is an important identifier when dealing with vehicle-related services 
and documentation. 

TN01 and Motor Insurance 

Vehicle registration and motor insurance are closely connected from a compliance 
perspective. A vehicle owner should maintain valid motor insurance as required under 
applicable Indian motor vehicle laws. 

When purchasing or renewing car or two-wheeler insurance, it is important to enter the 
registration details accurately. The registration number, vehicle information and other details 
can help ensure that the policy records correspond correctly with the insured vehicle. 

For vehicle owners in Chennai, the TN01 code may therefore appear frequently in 
registration and insurance-related documentation. 

It is also important to distinguish between third-party insurance, which provides mandatory 
third-party liability coverage, and comprehensive insurance, which can provide broader 
protection depending on the selected policy and add-ons. 

What If You Move a TN01 Vehicle to Another City? 

Moving a vehicle from one city to another does not automatically mean that its original 
registration number becomes invalid. However, owners should understand the applicable 
rules when a vehicle is kept in another state or when permanent relocation occurs. 

For interstate movement, tax, re-registration and related compliance requirements may apply 
depending on the circumstances and duration of use. Vehicle owners should complete the 



required formalities within the applicable timelines rather than assuming that the original 
registration remains sufficient in every situation. 

Common Mistakes to Avoid With TN01 Vehicle 
Registration 

Vehicle owners can avoid unnecessary complications by paying attention to a few important 
points: 

▪ Enter the registration number correctly in applications. 

▪ Keep the Registration Certificate updated. 

▪ Maintain valid motor insurance. 

▪ Complete ownership transfer formalities after purchasing a used vehicle. 

▪ Update address details when required. 

▪ Pay applicable road tax and other statutory charges on time. 

▪ Keep digital and physical copies of important vehicle documents. 

▪ Verify vehicle details before buying a pre-owned vehicle. 

Small errors in registration details can create difficulties during insurance claims, ownership 
transfers and other vehicle-related transactions. 

Frequently Asked Question (FAQs) 

Q1. TN01 belongs to which district in Tamil Nadu? 
TN01 is associated with Chennai Central in Tamil Nadu. 

Q2. What city does the TN01 RTO code represent? 
The TN01 RTO code represents Chennai Central, which is part of Chennai. 

Q3. What does TN01 mean on a vehicle number plate? 
TN01 indicates Tamil Nadu as the state and Chennai Central as the registering RTO 
jurisdiction. 

Q4. Can I identify a vehicle's RTO using TN01? 
Yes. The TN01 prefix indicates that the vehicle was registered under the Chennai Central 
RTO jurisdiction. 

Q5. Is TN01 used for both cars and two-wheelers? 
Yes. RTO registration codes can be associated with different categories of vehicles 
registered within the relevant jurisdiction. 

Conclusion 

The TN01 RTO code represents Chennai Central in Tamil Nadu and forms an important part 
of the state's vehicle registration system. Knowing what TN01 means can make it easier to 



understand vehicle registration numbers, identify the relevant RTO jurisdiction and handle 
registration or ownership-related procedures. 

Whether you are buying a new vehicle, transferring ownership of a used car, renewing 
insurance or checking registration information, keeping your vehicle documents accurate 
and up to date is essential. Along with complying with RTO requirements, choosing suitable 
motor insurance can help protect you against financial risks associated with accidents and 
third-party liabilities. Square Insurance can be considered when comparing insurance 
options and managing vehicle insurance needs. 

 


