
Why Are High Security Registration 
Plates in India Important? 
A vehicle registration plate is more than just a number displayed on the front and rear of a vehicle. It 
helps authorities identify vehicles, maintain registration records, and support enforcement on public 
roads. What are High Security Registration Plates in India is an important question for vehicle owners 
because HSRPs are designed with standardised features that make registration plates more secure and 
difficult to alter or duplicate. 

High Security Registration Plates, commonly known as HSRPs, were introduced to improve the 
identification and security of vehicles across India. The Ministry of Road Transport and Highways 
amended the Central Motor Vehicles Rules and issued the Motor Vehicles (High Security Registration 
Plates) Order, 2018, with the framework coming into force from April 1, 2019. 

 

What Is a High Security Registration Plate? 

A High Security Registration Plate is a standardised registration plate manufactured according to 
prescribed specifications. Unlike an ordinary plate that can potentially be reproduced easily, an HSRP 
incorporates security-related features and identification elements. 

For new vehicles covered by the 2018 framework, vehicle manufacturers are required to provide 
approved HSRPs through their dealers. The prescribed system also includes a third registration mark, 
which forms part of the security and identification mechanism. 

HSRPs are intended to create greater consistency in vehicle registration plates while helping authorities 
identify vehicles more reliably. 

Why Are HSRPs Important for Vehicle Owners? 

The importance of HSRPs goes beyond the appearance of a vehicle. Their standardised design and 
security features support several aspects of vehicle administration and road enforcement. 
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1. Helps Improve Vehicle Identification 
A registration number provides a basic identity for a vehicle. Standardised HSRPs make it easier for 
authorities to recognise and record vehicle registration details consistently. 

This can be useful during traffic enforcement, vehicle inspections, and other situations where the 
registration number needs to be matched with official records. 

2. Makes Plate Tampering More Difficult 
One of the major purposes of HSRPs is to strengthen the security of vehicle registration plates. Their 
prescribed manufacturing and identification features make unauthorised alteration or replacement more 
difficult than with an ordinary plate. 

The HSRP framework also provides for verification of allocated identification numbers during fitment, 
helping connect the plate with the relevant registered vehicle. 

3. Supports Better Enforcement 
Vehicle registration information is important for enforcing traffic and motor vehicle regulations. A 
standardised registration plate can assist enforcement agencies in identifying vehicles and matching 
them with registration records. 

The standardisation of HSRPs therefore forms part of the broader effort to maintain reliable vehicle 
identification across different states and regions. 

4. Helps Reduce the Use of Duplicate Plates 
Unauthorised duplicate registration plates can create difficulties for vehicle owners and enforcement 
authorities. A vehicle displaying another vehicle's registration number can potentially result in confusion 
during traffic checks or other enforcement activities. 

HSRPs are designed with security and standardisation requirements that make unauthorised reproduction 
more difficult. 

5. Creates Uniformity Across Vehicles 
Before standardised registration systems became widespread, vehicle number plates could differ 
significantly in design, material, lettering, and appearance. 

HSRPs provide a more consistent format. Uniformity can help authorities identify registration plates 
more easily and reduces variation in how registration information is displayed. 

Key Features of High Security Registration Plates 

HSRPs are manufactured according to specifications prescribed under the applicable motor vehicle 
regulations. The 2018 HSRP Order requires plates to conform to Rule 50 of the Central Motor Vehicles 
Rules, 1989 and prescribed testing and certification requirements. 

Some important characteristics include: 

• Standardised registration plate specifications. 

• Security-related identification features. 

• A third registration mark as prescribed. 

• Compliance with applicable testing and certification requirements. 

• Secure fitment to the vehicle. 

• Replacement procedures that require the old plate to be surrendered and destroyed in 
applicable cases. 

These features are intended to improve the reliability and security of vehicle registration identification. 

HSRP for New and Existing Vehicles 

The process for HSRP fitment can differ depending on whether the vehicle is new or already registered. 



For new vehicles covered under the 2018 framework, the vehicle manufacturer supplies the approved 
HSRP to its dealer, where the registration mark is placed and the plate is affixed to the vehicle. The 
prescribed cost for the HSRP and its affixture is included in the price of a new vehicle under the order. 

For existing vehicles, the applicable process may involve the vehicle manufacturer's authorised dealer or 
an authorised HSRP manufacturer or supplier, depending on the arrangements permitted by the 
concerned state. 

Vehicle owners should therefore follow the process applicable in their state rather than relying on an 
unofficial plate provider. 

What Happens If an HSRP Is Damaged? 

Registration plates can become damaged because of accidents, weather conditions, normal vehicle use, 
or other circumstances. The HSRP framework includes provisions relating to replacement where a plate 
is damaged or affected by natural usage within the applicable prescribed period. 

When replacement is required, vehicle owners should use an authorised process and ensure that the old 
plate is handled according to the applicable rules. 

Using an ordinary replacement plate instead of an authorised HSRP may create compliance issues, 
depending on the vehicle, state requirements, and applicable enforcement rules. 

Why Should Vehicle Owners Avoid Unauthorised 
Number Plates? 

A registration plate is directly connected with a vehicle's official identity. Replacing an approved plate 
with a locally made or modified plate can affect the consistency and security of registration 
identification. 

Vehicle owners should avoid modifying the registration number, lettering, layout, or other prescribed 
characteristics of an HSRP. The plate should remain clearly visible and securely fitted. 

The Ministry's framework specifically requires HSRPs to comply with prescribed standards under the 
Central Motor Vehicles Rules. 

HSRP and Vehicle Documentation 

HSRP is one part of vehicle compliance. Vehicle owners should also keep other important documents and 
requirements up to date, such as the Registration Certificate, valid motor insurance, pollution 
certificate where applicable, and driving licence. 

Keeping these documents current can make routine vehicle checks and ownership-related processes 
easier. Registration plate compliance should therefore be considered alongside other responsibilities 
associated with owning and operating a vehicle. 

Is HSRP the Same as a Normal Number Plate? 

HSRP and a conventional number plate are not simply different designs of the same product. HSRP 
follows prescribed manufacturing, identification, security, and fitment requirements. 

The purpose is to create a more secure and standardised registration identification system rather than 
simply change the visual appearance of the plate. 

For vehicle owners, this means that an HSRP should not be treated as a decorative accessory. It is an 
important part of the vehicle's registration identification. 



What Should Vehicle Owners Check After HSRP 
Fitment? 

After an HSRP is installed, vehicle owners should check that the registration number displayed on the 
plate matches their vehicle records. They should also ensure that the plate is securely fitted and clearly 
visible. 

If the plate is damaged, incorrectly fitted, or appears inconsistent with the vehicle's registration details, 
the issue should be raised through the authorised channel responsible for the fitment. 

It is also advisable to keep the vehicle's registration information consistent across official records and 
documents. 

Frequently Asked Question (FAQs) 

Q1. What are High Security Registration Plates in India? 
High Security Registration Plates, or HSRPs, are standardised vehicle registration plates manufactured 
and fitted according to prescribed requirements under India's motor vehicle regulations. 

Q2. Why are HSRPs important for vehicles? 
HSRPs improve standardisation and security in vehicle registration identification. Their prescribed 
features can also make unauthorised alteration and duplication more difficult. 

Q3. Are HSRPs mandatory for vehicles in India? 
HSRP requirements arise from the Central Motor Vehicles Rules and related orders, but the 
implementation process for existing vehicles can vary according to applicable state arrangements and 
vehicle circumstances. 

Q4. When did the current HSRP framework come into force? 
The Motor Vehicles (High Security Registration Plates) Order, 2018 came into force on April 1, 2019. 

Q5. Can an HSRP be replaced if it is damaged? 
Yes, the HSRP framework contains provisions for replacement in applicable circumstances, including 
damage or deterioration under the prescribed conditions. The replacement should be carried out through 
the authorised process. 

Conclusion 

High Security Registration Plates play an important role in creating a more consistent and secure vehicle 
identification system in India. Their standardised specifications, security features, and controlled 
fitment process are intended to make vehicle registration identification more reliable and support 
enforcement. 

For vehicle owners, maintaining a compliant registration plate is one part of responsible vehicle 
ownership. Along with HSRP compliance, keeping the Registration Certificate, driving licence, pollution 
certificate where applicable, and motor insurance up to date can help maintain proper vehicle 
documentation. Square Insurance can also help vehicle owners compare and manage suitable motor 
insurance options according to their requirements. 

 


