How to File Your First UAE Corporate Tax
Return: A Complete 2026 Guide

Filing your first corp tax return can seem overwhelming, especially if your business is new to
the UAE Corporate Tax system. However, with proper preparation and a clear understanding
of the filing process, you can complete your return accurately and avoid unnecessary
penalties.

This guide explains everything you need to know about filing your first corp tax return,

including eligibility, required documents, filing steps, deadlines, common mistakes, and how
professional support from Takween Advisory can make the process easier.
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What Is a UAE Corporate Tax Return?

A Corporate Tax Return is the official declaration submitted to the UAE Federal Tax Authority
(FTA) that reports your company's taxable income, tax adjustments, reliefs, and the
Corporate Tax payable for a specific financial period. Businesses are required to submit their
return electronically through the EmaraTax portal as part of their annual tax compliance
obligations. The return follows a self assessment process and generally must be submitted
within nine months after the end of the relevant tax period.

Who Must File a Corporate Tax Return?


https://takweenadvisory.ae/en/corporate-tax-return-filing-dubai

Businesses that are generally required to file a corp tax return include:

Mainland companies operating in the UAE

Free Zone companies, including Qualifying Free Zone Persons

Foreign companies with a Permanent Establishment in the UAE

Natural persons carrying on business activities that meet the Corporate Tax
registration threshold

e Tax Groups registered with the FTA

Even businesses that qualify for a 0% Corporate Tax rate in certain cases may still need to
submit a tax return.

When Should You File Your First Corp Tax Return?

The filing deadline is generally within nine months after the end of your financial year.

For example:

Financial Year End Filing Deadline

31 December 2025 | 30 September

2026
31 March 2026 31 December 2026
30 June 2026 31 March 2027

Missing the filing deadline may result in administrative penalties imposed by the Federal Tax
Authority.

Documents Required Before Filing

Before starting your corp tax return, prepare the following:

Audited or prepared financial statements where applicable
Trial balance

Profit and Loss Statement

Balance Sheet

General ledger

Corporate Tax Registration Number (TRN)

Trade License

Previous tax information (if applicable)

Details of exempt income

Tax adjustment schedules

Supporting documentation for deductions and relief claims



Having complete records significantly reduces filing errors.

Step by Step Process to File Your First Corp Tax Return
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Step 1: Log in to EmaraTax

Access your EmaraTax account using your UAE PASS or registered login credentials.

Step 2: Open Your Corporate Tax Account

Select the registered taxable person and open the Corporate Tax section from your
dashboard.

Step 3: Start Your Tax Return

Choose the applicable tax period and begin preparing your Corporate Tax Return.

Step 4: Enter Business Information
Verify your company details including:

Company name
TRN

Financial year
Business activities

Ensure all information matches your registration records.

Step 5: Report Financial Information



Enter your accounting profit based on your financial statements.
The return will also require information relating to:

Revenue
Expenses

Tax adjustments
Exempt income
Reliefs claimed
Taxable income

The information entered determines your final Corporate Tax liability.

Step 6: Calculate Corporate Tax
The EmaraTax system calculates your Corporate Tax based on the information provided.

Carefully review every figure before moving forward.

Step 7: Review Your Return
Double check:

Financial figures

Tax adjustments
Relief claims
Supporting schedules

Even small mistakes can result in correction requests from the FTA.

Step 8: Submit Your Corp Tax Return

Once satisfied with all information, submit your corp tax return electronically through
EmaraTax.

You will receive a confirmation acknowledging successful submission.

Step 9: Pay Any Tax Due

If Corporate Tax is payable, complete payment before the filing deadline to remain compliant
and avoid penalties.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

Many first time businesses make avoidable errors, including:

e Filing after the deadline
e Incorrect financial statements
e Missing tax adjustments



Claiming ineligible deductions

Selecting the wrong tax period

Incorrect shareholder information

Incomplete supporting documents

Failure to review calculations before submission

Avoiding these mistakes helps prevent penalties and delays.

Tips for a Smooth First Filing

To simplify your first corp tax return, consider these best practices:

Maintain accurate accounting records throughout the year.
Reconcile financial statements before filing.

Keep supporting invoices and documentation.

Review all tax adjustments carefully.

File well before the deadline.

Seek professional tax guidance for complex transactions.

Why Professional Assistance Matters
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Corporate Tax compliance involves more than completing an online form. Businesses must
correctly calculate taxable income, identify allowable deductions, apply available reliefs, and
maintain supporting documentation.

Working with experienced professionals helps reduce compliance risks and ensures your
return aligns with current UAE Corporate Tax regulations.

How Takween Advisory Can Help



Takween Advisory provides comprehensive Corporate Tax support for businesses across the
UAE. Whether you are filing your first corp tax return or managing ongoing tax compliance,
their specialists assist with:

Corporate Tax registration

Tax record review

Financial statement assessment
Taxable income calculations
Corporate Tax Return preparation
EmaraTax filing assistance
Ongoing Corporate Tax compliance
Tax advisory services

Professional guidance can help businesses file accurately, meet deadlines, and avoid
unnecessary penalties.

Frequently Asked Questions

Is every registered company required to file a Corporate Tax Return?

Yes. Registered taxable persons generally need to submit a Corporate Tax Return even if no
tax is payable, depending on their circumstances and applicable regulations.

Can | amend my Corporate Tax Return after submission?

The FTA provides procedures for correcting errors where permitted, but it is always better to
ensure accuracy before submitting the return.

What happens if | miss the filing deadline?

Late filing may lead to administrative penalties and additional compliance issues with the
Federal Tax Authority.

Can | file the return myself?

Yes. Businesses can file directly through EmaraTax, although many choose professional
assistance to reduce the risk of errors.

Final Thoughts

Your first corp tax return is an important compliance milestone for any UAE business. Proper
preparation, accurate financial records, and timely filing help ensure compliance with the
UAE Corporate Tax framework while reducing the risk of penalties.

If you want expert assistance throughout the filing process, Takween Advisory can help you
prepare, review, and submit your Corporate Tax Return with confidence, allowing you to
focus on growing your business while staying fully compliant with UAE tax regulations.
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