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ABSTRACT 

Relocating to the Sunshine Coast offers a unique opportunity to embrace a lifestyle 

that blends coastal beauty with modern convenience. This guide highlights key 

aspects of preparing for a move, from housing and schools to employment and 

community living. It is designed to help individuals and families transition smoothly, 

ensuring they can settle in with confidence and enjoy all that the Sunshine Coast has 

to offer. 

INTRODUCTION 

Making a move to a new location is both exciting and challenging, especially when it 

involves starting fresh in a vibrant region like the Sunshine Coast. Known for its 

pristine beaches, thriving job market, quality education, and family-friendly lifestyle, 

the area has become a top destination for relocators. This guide aims to provide 

practical insights and essential information to simplify the process, ensuring that 

newcomers can transition seamlessly into their new environment. 

I. Sunshine Coast General Overview 

The Sunshine Coast is one of Australia's most popular holiday destinations for 

Australians and, now, is popular with visitors from all around the world as they 

discover the natural unspoiled beauty of its tropical rain forests, miles of white sandy 

beaches, holiday resorts, scenic tours and a myriad of other local attractions in 

Mountain Creek. 

The Sunshine Coast has become increasingly recognised as one of the most 

desirable places to live in the world, so if you're thinking of moving here... you'll be 

making a wise, safe and sensible decision! 



 

We have gathered some stats and facts below to help you make an informed 

decision if you are considering living on the beautiful Sunshine Coast. 

Statistics 

Area: 3130 square kilometres. To get an idea of the size of this coastal area, it 

stretches along approximately 65km's of sandy beaches and headlands, from 

Caloundra in the south, to Noosa which is located about 90kms north (1.5 hour drive) 

of Brisbane. 

Population: The current population base of the Sunshine Coast is approximately 

330,000 (as of March 2010) making it Australia's 10th largest area for population 

although with the long stretches of sand and acres of bushland it is hard to believe. 

Climate and Weather 

With one of the highest sunshine readings in the world its easy to see why they call it 

the Sunshine Coast. The temperature fluctuations between the summer and winter 

months is mild with temperatures being generally comfortable all year round. 

The temperature of the ocean can range from 26°C in summer to 19°C in the winter. 

Temperatures in the Blackall ranges and Sunshine Coast hinterland can be several 

degrees cooler. 

Average Summer Temperatures: In January (Summer), the temperatures average 

around 28°C (82°F). 

Average Winter Temperatures: In July (Winter), the temperatures averages around 

20°C (68°F). 



For current weather conditions and more Sunshine Coast climate information, see 

our Weather page. 

Transport 

The Sunshine Coast provides many means of transport for both visitors and citizens. 

The Airport is centrally located at Mudjimba and is serviced by regular direct jet 

flights that operate to Sydney and Melbourne with connections to other capital cities. 

The nearby Bruce Highway is a prominent arterial transport route that enables a 

quick one hour drive from the Sunshine Coast to the state capital of Brisbane and 

vice versa. 

A regular rail service maintained by Queensland Rail includes electric train commuter 

service and the tilt train and operates between the Sunshine Coast and Brisbane . 

The railway also provides access to all central and North Queensland growth 

centres. 

Other services in the transport infrastructure include regular bus routes within the 

Sunshine Coast area and services to and from the Sunshine Coast. Taxi and 

limousine services also operate within the area. 

Environment 

The Sunshine Coast has the advantage of a more relaxed lifestyle of a growing 

urban centre in a rural setting. The beach and the hinterlands impact heavily in the 

lifestyle enjoyed, with beach and water activities prevailing. The Shire has thousands 

of parks and thousands of hectares of National Park. Proximity to the city of Brisbane 

ensure the benefits of city life with the chance to escape to the relaxed beach and 

country lifestyle that typifies the Sunshine Coast. Many of the towns have low 

development plans so the council plan to keep it just the way it is, which both locals 

and tourists agree is a good thing in Mountain Creek. 



 

Attractions and Features 

 a well established infrastructure network including superior quality energy, 

sewage, water, transport and telecommunications systems. 

 a diverse base of industries providing stability to the area with industries such 

as manufacturing, tourism, retail, construction and food processing 

 a growing population and economy base coupled with a strong and supportive 

business network laying the foundation for future growth of business. 

 a remarkable array of community services including primary and high schools, 

tertiary institutions, hospitals, nursing homes, recreation, cultural and sporting 

facilities. 

II. Sunshine Coast ( Study ) 

Whether you’re here to live, work, study or just visit, there are few places along 

Queensland’s shoreline more bright than the Sunshine Coast. This incredibly 

beautiful part of the country is known for its stunning beaches, sprawling Sunshine 

Coast hinterland, fantastic café culture and truly relaxed lifestyle. 

As a popular destination for tourists and students alike, the Sunshine Coast has 

everything you want in a place to live – natural beauty, educational excellence and 

so many outdoor activities to try. Here’s why the Sunshine Coast region is the perfect 

destination for a fulfilling study experience. 



Where is the Sunshine Coast? 

The Sunshine Coast is located in southeastern Queensland, about 100 kilometres 

north of Brisbane. It’s a picturesque region that stretches from the coastal city of 

Caloundra in the south to the famous resort town of Noosa in the north, which 

includes a series of beautiful beaches, charming Sunshine Coast hinterland villages, 

as well as sprawling national parks. It also boasts a subtropical climate, so you can 

enjoy warm, sunny weather year-round. 

As a popular tourist destination, the Sunshine Coast is easily accessible no matter 

how you like to travel. The Sunshine Coast Airport in Marcoola (a short drive from 

Maroochydore and Mooloolaba) has daily domestic flights and some international 

services, which makes it easy for visitors and residents to travel to and from the 

area. For those getting on the road, you can take the Bruce Highway for a direct 

route from Brisbane to the Sunshine Coast – with the drive taking just over an hour. 

Public transport on the Sunshine Coast includes a large network of buses operated 

by Translink, which connect key areas across the Sunshine Coast’s many different 

suburbs. Queensland Rail also services the Sunshine Coast via the North Coast line, 

with train stations in Nambour, Landsborough and many other towns. 

The Sunshine Coast’s proximity to Brisbane means residents get the best of both 

worlds – the laid-back lifestyle of a coastal paradise combined with all the amenities 

and opportunities of a major city. This is also a reason why it’s such an attractive 

option for local and international students who want a balanced lifestyle with easy 

access to work and study. 

Study on the Sunshine Coast 

The Sunshine Coast has a few different educational institutions to choose from, all of 

which provide high-quality learning opportunities in a supportive environment. The 

University of the Sunshine Coast (UniSC) is the region’s leading higher education 

provider. Here, students will find a broad selection of undergraduate and 

postgraduate programs across disciplines like business, science, health and the arts. 

The university has plenty of state-of-the-art facilities and emphasises practical 

experience to make sure its students are well-prepared for their future careers in 

Mountain Creek. 

In addition to UniSC, the Sunshine Coast also has several TAFE Queensland 

campuses dotted around the region – including Mooloolaba, Nambour and 

Maroochydore. If you’re looking for vocational education and training programs, 

these campuses provide industry-relevant courses in everything from hospitality to 

tourism to trades to healthcare and more. With TAFE’s hands-on approach to 

learning, it’s a valuable pathway for those who want practical and technical 

expertise. 



Studying on the Sunshine Coast means students get a fantastic blend of academic 

excellence and a high quality of life. The region’s educational facilities all have strong 

support services for students, so you’ll never have to worry about academic 

assistance or career counselling. The Sunshine Coast community itself is also very 

welcoming and has plenty of beautiful natural surroundings to get lost in while you 

achieve your academic goals. 

 

International students on the Sunshine Coast can expect to live in a safe and 

inclusive environment, with plenty of resources to help you adjust to your new 

surroundings. From orientation programs to cultural events and more, living and 

studying on the Sunshine Coast is a wonderful opportunity to enjoy a relaxed lifestyle 

while pursuing your career ambitions. 

What to do on the Sunshine Coast 

The Sunshine Coast is simply brimming with activities and attractions for everyone. 

From iconic landmarks to outdoor adventures, there's always something exciting to 

do and explore around the Sunshine Coast. 

Famous attractions 

The Sunshine Coast is home to several famous attractions that draw visitors from 

around the world. Australia Zoo, founded by the late Steve Irwin, will give you up-

close encounters with native wildlife. The Ginger Factory in Yandina is a fun and 

educational experience with tours, rides and tastings. Don't miss Noosa Farmers 

Market or the vibrant Eumundi Markets, known for their eclectic mix of arts, crafts 

and local produce. 



 

Nature’s wonders 

Nature enthusiasts will find plenty to explore on the Sunshine Coast. Hike the scenic 

trails of the Glass House Mountains or take a dip in the crystal-clear waters of 

Kondalilla Falls. The Noosa Everglades are perfect for kayaking through pristine 

waterways, while you’ll fall in love with Noosa National Park and Noosa River. 

Mountain biking in the hinterland or climbing Mount Coolum is ideal for both 

adventure and spectacular views. 

Events and festivals 

The Sunshine Coast has plenty of events and festivals throughout the calendar year. 

The Noosa Eat & Drink Festival celebrates the region’s culinary excellence, while the 

Caloundra Music Festival brings live performances from local and international 

artists to the masses. The Sunshine Coast Marathon and the Mooloolaba Triathlon 

are popular sporting events that set the city abuzz. 

Aquatic escapades 

For pristine beaches, you can’t go past Noosa Main Beach, Coolum Beach, 

Sunshine Beach and Rainbow Beach. Surfing at Noosa Heads, paddleboarding in 

Maroochydore and diving at the HMAS Brisbane wreck should also be on the cards. 

Or enjoy the sea breeze with excellent fishing, sailing and jet skiing opportunities – 

there really is something for every water enthusiast. 

Dining and nightlife 



Enjoy fresh seafood at the beachside restaurants of Mooloolaba or sample gourmet 

cuisine in the lush hinterland towns of Maleny and Montville. Nightlife here includes 

numerous lively bars and pubs, especially in areas like Noosa and Maroochydore. 

Living on the Sunshine Coast 

Expect a relaxed and laid-back lifestyle if you choose to study on the Sunshine 

Coast. The ideal place for students, you’ll have ample suburbs to explore all sorts of 

housing options, from modern apartments near the beach to suburban share houses 

and student accommodation near to university or TAFE. 

 

The community itself is friendly and welcoming, with excellent healthcare, education 

and recreational facilities. Plus, you can’t go past the Sunshine Coast's natural 

beauty. Whether you enjoy outdoor activities, relaxed beach days or getting into the 

local dining and arts scene, the Sunshine Coast has something for everyone in 

Mountain Creek. 

III. 10 Awesome Reasons to Live on the 

Sunshine Coast 

Great weather 

The Sunshine Coast is so named for a reason – because of its sunny and warm 

climate! The region has a subtropical climate with mild winters and hot summers.  



During the summer months (December to February), temperatures typically range 

from 20°C to 29°C, with heatwaves sometimes reaching over 30°C (86°F). The 

summer season is also known for its high levels of humidity and frequent rainfall.  

In the winter months (June to August), you can expect temperatures usually from 

lows of 10°C to highs of 22°C. Despite the cooler weather, the winter season is still 

mild and comfortable, meaning you can still enjoy a range of outdoor activities. 

A multicultural community 

The Sunshine Coast has a diverse population, making it an ideal place for 

international students to immerse themselves in a multicultural community. 

The Sunshine Coast Council even offers a Multicultural Welcome Hub on its website, 

complete with ample resources to help new arrivals settle in. Here you’ll find migrant 

stories, information on translation and interpretation services, and community groups 

you can join. 

Quality education 

The Sunshine Coast has some of Australia’s best academic opportunities, housing 

the University of the Sunshine Coast (UniSC) as well as vocational training 

providers, such as TAFE Queensland.  

Named the top Queensland university in the 2022 Times Higher Education Impact 

Rankings, UniSC has been long recognised for its commitment to sustainability and 

social equity. Additionally, according to the Good Universities Guide 2022/23, the 

university has 13 five-star ratings across key areas of student satisfaction, including 

teaching quality, overall experience, learner resources and student support. 

Serving communities for 140 years, TAFE Queensland is one of the most renowned 

training providers in Australia and boasts an 89.9 per cent student satisfaction rate. 

Stunning scenery 

Famous for its stunning beaches, lush greenery and picturesque landscapes, there’s 

no shortage of beautiful outdoor sights to see on the Sunshine Coast.  



 

The region houses some of the best beaches in Queensland, Kings Beach in 

Caloundra, Coolum Beach and Main Beach in Noosa. 

While there, don’t skip a trip to Noosa National Park. This natural reserve covers 

4,000 hectares and features stunning coastal views, lush rainforests and diverse 

wildlife. Its scenic coastal walks and beautiful beaches make it a hotspot among 

locals and tourists alike. 

Without question, some of the most memorable sites on the Sunshine Coast can be 

found among the Glasshouse Mountains. Across these 11 peaks, you’ll find an array 

of walking tracks, waterholes, waterfalls and more – each one as breathtaking as the 

last. 

Incredible food and drink 

Whether you’re in the mood for fresh seafood, delicious coffee or tasty cocktails, the 

Sunshine Coast has it all. The region has a thriving food and drink scene, with a 

wide range of cafés, restaurants, bars and breweries ready for you to explore. As a 

starting point, check out any of the 25 best restaurants on the Sunshine Coast. 

A hub for the arts 

The coast is home to an amazing selection of art facilities along the art gallery trail. 

On the trail, you’ll find the Caloundra Regional Gallery, the Montville Art Gallery, Ben 

Messina Photography, Art Nuvo and so many more. Whether you’re eager to see 

paintings, photography or anything in between, you’re sure to find what you’re 

looking for along this trail.  



Easy access to major cities 

The Sunshine Coast has the easy-going lifestyle that most regional areas are known 

for – but that doesn’t mean you can’t enjoy city life while living here. 

The coast is a stone’s throw from Brisbane and the Gold Coast, both of which offer 

bustling amenities and a vibrant way of life.  

The coast’s proximity to these major cities means it’s easier for you to explore more 

of the country during your time here. 

Regional visa opportunities 

Because the Sunshine Coast is a part of regional Australia, those who study here 

could be eligible to apply for certain visas.  

 

For instance, while most international students are eligible for one Temporary 

Graduate (subclass 485) visa, eligible students who studied at a regional institution 

can receive a second one under the Post-Study Work stream. This means you could 

be permitted to stay in Australia for an extra one to two years if you study on the 

Sunshine Coast. 

Unique landmarks 

As an international student, you likely want to explore all the interesting – and 

eccentric – landmarks Australia has to offer. Lucky for you, you’ll find one of the most 

unique on the Sunshine Coast: the Big Pineapple! 



Here you’ll find the titular giant pineapple, as well as a TreeTop Adventure course, 

zoo and souvenir shop. This diverse selection of activities means there’s something 

here for everyone in Mountain Creek. 

Friendly locals 

The locals on the Sunshine Coast are known for their friendly and inclusive nature. 

As a result, international students will feel comfortable and at home in this 

community from the moment they arrive.  

IV. Welcome To Noosa 

The best of all worlds. If you’re after a place to hit the refresh button and focus on 

invigorating your mind and body, you’ve found it at Noosa on the Sunshine Coast.  

 

Things to do in Noosa 

Spend a morning taking a beachside yoga class, then shop in a street packed with 

stylish boutiques, all before lunch is served up by one of Australia’s best chefs. Or 

you can immerse yourself in the creativity of the locals, showcased in the unique 

shops and markets of the surrounding towns.  

Centred around the buzzing hive of food and fashion that is Hastings Street, this 

sophisticated coastal town is everything a holidaymaker could dream of and more. 

The beaches speckled along the coastline of Noosa National Park are waiting for 

you. In between dips in the ocean and stand up paddle-boarding expeditions, spread 



out your towel, slap on a hat and open the pages of your latest novel. Or bring your 

board: Noosa was named the 10th World Surfing Reserve in 2019. Famed for its 

laid-back surfing culture, it's also home of the Noosa Festival of Surfing WSL 

Longboard Open each February. 

V. Sunshine Coast Towns 

The Sunshine Coast is a sprawling region covering part of the north-eastern coast of 

Australia. As a famous beachside location, the Sunshine Coast has a number of 

beautiful seaside towns. 

From bustling city centres to sleepy beach towns, the Sunshine Coast has a huge 

range of places to stay which will suit every traveller. 

Sunshine Coast Towns, Suburb Map List & Hotel 

Accommodation, QLD 

Noosa Heads (commonly referred to as just ‘Noosa’) is one of the most popular 

holiday destinations on the Sunshine Coast. With pristine beaches, warm oceans 

and many natural attractions, Noosa is the perfect location to enjoy a relaxing 

beachside holiday. Located on the northern border of the Sunshine Coast, Noosa 

has all the amenities you will need during your holiday including cafes, restaurants, 

bars, clothing stores, supermarkets, plus a huge range of accommodation options. 

Mooloolaba is a popular suburb on the Sunshine Coast, known for its pristine 

beaches, surfing competitions, wildlife and many scenic attractions. Mooloolaba is 

also one of the largest suburbs on the Sunshine Coast and has some of the 

Sunshine Coast’s best dining, shopping and golf courses. 

 



Maroochydore lies in the heart of the Sunshine Coast and is a major commercial 

area of the Sunshine Coast which serves as the perfect launching point for visitors to 

travel throughout Queensland. With over 200 restaurants, cafes and shops as well 

as a cinema, pristine beaches and a large range of accommodation options, 

Maroochydore has everything you will need on your next holiday to the Sunshine 

Coast. 

 

Mountain Creek Located adjacent to the south side of the Maroochy River, Mountain 

Creek has established itself as a family-friendly suburb on the Sunshine Coast. It is 

home to some of the best schools, including Mountain Creek State High School, 

lush-green parks and playgrounds, spacious dwellings, cottages and entertainment 

sources. With a median price for a three-bedroom house $937,000 and a weekly rent 

of $760, Mountain Creek becomes a hotspot for families with children, working 

individuals and businesses.  

For more information about this beautiful suburb or planning to live their, visit the link 

given below:-  

https://www.bondcleaninginsunshinecoast.com.au/mountain-creek/ 

https://www.bondcleaninginsunshinecoast.com.au/mountain-creek/


 

VI. Outdoor activities for families on the 

Sunshine Coast 

As COVID-19 restrictions ease, families across Queensland are desperate to shake 

off the #iso cabin fever and reconnect with nature. The Sunshine Coast offers a 

bounty of outdoor activities for families, from water sports and bushwalks to 

exploring untouched rainforests and waterfalls in Mountain Creek. 

Here are nine of our favourite outdoor activities on the Sunshine Coast that are 

certain to reconnect your family with nature. 

Family bike ride along Caloundra’s scenic coastal pathway 

The Caloundra Coastal Pathway is ideal for novice cyclists and families. Mostly off-

road, the 9km pathway is designed for walkers and riders, so it’s a safe way to ride 

your bikes without worrying about traffic. Take in the amazing views as you pedal 

past Caloundra’s beautiful beaches and stunning coastline. Stop for a picnic of local 

produce at Happy Valley, where you’ll find a beach park with a playground, picnic 

tables and toilets. 



 

Discover Noosa National Park 

Noosa National Park is the perfect place for families to reconnect with nature, and 

there are several walks of varying distance to choose from. For little legs, take a 

stroll along the stunning coastline to Tee Tree Bay, where there are rock pools to 

explore and a lovely bay to dip your toes. For those keen for a longer walk, continue 

the walk to Hell’s Gate or take the inland trail up Noosa Hill (2.8km return). Oh, and 

keep a look out for koalas chilling in the trees above. 

 

Enjoy a picnic at Point Cartwright 



On the headland at the northern end of Kawana Beach, Point Cartwright and 

lighthouse is one of the best spots on the Sunshine Coast for a picnic! The large 

grassy slopes offer plenty of space to throw down a rug whilst the kids burn off some 

steam. There is a lovely coastal track with high cliffs that offers spectacular views 

from Mount Coolum to Kawana Beach. It’s also a great spot to watch for humpback 

whales during the winter migration which runs from June to September. 

For those with more energy to burn, there is also a playground on the end of 

Mooloolah River in La Balsa Park. 

Make sure you stock up on local produce on the way – for something extra special, 

why not try a takeaway hamper from D’licious Gourmet Hampers.   

 

Hit the waves 

We may be heading into winter, but on the Sunshine Coast the sun is still shining, 

the days are warm and the surf is still enticing! Hire a board or take a lesson 

with Coolum Surf School and test your balance in the ocean. 

Climb a mountain 

The Glass House Mountains are an easy drive from Brisbane. Or, if you’re venturing 

further north, Mt Ninderry is an ideal level for families. For those who want more of a 

challenge, Mount Coolum offers spectacular views of the coastline. 



 

Discover some of the region’s ‘undiscovered’ waterfalls 

The Sunshine Coast has plenty of waterfalls to discover. Buderim Falls (also known 

as Serenity Falls) is an easy walk for families through the tranquility of the rainforest. 

Or try the lesser known Wappa Falls in Yandina. Kondalilla Falls is a majestic 

waterfall but the trail is more challenging, so it’s not for the very young ones! 

Walk through sub-tropical rainforest 

The Sunshine Coast has some of the most spectacular, easy-to-access rainforest, 

making it the ideal destination for families to reconnect with nature. Head to Mary 

Cairncross Scenic Reserve in the Sunshine Coast Hinterland town of Maleny, where 

you’ll find 55 hectares of tranquil subtropical rainforest. Choose from several walks 

that wind through the rainforest (and try to spot a pademelon!). 

Explore the Mooloolaba canals 

For a splash-tactic family adventure, why not hire a boat or a kayak from Sunreef 

Mooloolaba and explore the Mooloolaba canals? These calm waterways offer a 

different perspective of Mooloolaba, and it’s a super-fun, unique activity for the kids. 

Make sure to stop in at Mooloolaba Spit afterwards for some takeaway seafood fresh 

off the trawler to enjoy on the beach!  



 

Enjoy the Sunshine Coast fresh air with Noosa Horse Riding 

Offering daily rides at both Lake Weyba and Noosa North Shore, you can enjoy the 

serenity and beauty of an un-spoilt wilderness on horseback. Whether novice or 

experienced, Noosa Horse Riding caters for every level of rider (must be over 8 

years old). 

VII. Things to Consider when Moving to the 

Sunshine Coast 

Moving can be both exciting and daunting, particularly when moving to a great 

location such as Queensland’s Sunshine Coast. Famed for its breathtaking beaches, 

coastal lifestyle, and welcoming communities, this region provides numerous 

opportunities for individuals and families looking for new beginnings. However, 

before setting off on your move it’s essential to consider all factors which may impact 

the experience and ensure a smooth transition – in this comprehensive guide we 

explore things to consider when moving to the Sunshine Coast, Mountain Creek. 



 

Why are people moving to the Sunshine Coast? 

The Sunshine Coast is a hot spot for those searching for a laid-back lifestyle and 

plenty of outdoor activities. Its beautiful beaches, lush greenery and exciting cultural 

events draw many to the area. Furthermore, the region offers top-notch schools, 

healthcare centres and amenities. It’s a great place to raise a family or settle down 

when you retire. 

Moreover, the community welcomes newcomers and encourages making new 

friends. Before relocating, consider the cost of living, and job prospects. However, 

don’t worry! There are plenty of employment options with the growing business 

sector and booming tourism industry. 

Exploring the Vibrant Lifestyle and Coastal Living 

The Sunshine Coast is renowned for its vibrant lifestyle and idyllic coastal living. With 

its breathtaking beaches, pristine waters, and a wide range of recreational activities, 

the region offers an unmatched experience for residents. Whether you’re a surfing 

enthusiast, a nature lover, or someone seeking relaxation under the sun, the 

Sunshine Coast has something for everyone. From the iconic beaches of Noosa and 

Mooloolaba to the charming coastal towns of Caloundra and Coolum, the choices 

are endless. 

The laid-back atmosphere and friendly community make the Sunshine Coast an 

inviting place to call home. Engaging in outdoor activities such as swimming, surfing, 

kayaking, or simply strolling along the sandy shores becomes a part of everyday life. 



The region is also home to stunning national parks, where hiking trails offer 

breathtaking views of the hinterland and opportunities to spot native wildlife. 

Understanding the Sunshine Coast Housing Market and  Real 

Estate 

The Sunshine Coast housing market is ever-increasing. Average house prices rise 

annually. It’s important to understand the rental market and the availability of new 

builds. 

Investing in properties is a great investment on the Sunshine Coast. There’s high 

demand from both local and foreign investors. Moving to the Sunshine Coast has 

become desirable, for those seeking a better lifestyle away from city life. 

Prime properties in specific locations may be expensive, however, they still provide 

good returns. When analysing potential investments, investors should 

consider property management costs and other fees. 

Reports show that the coastal strip between Mooloolaba and Noosa Heads – 

commonly known as “the golden triangle” – holds some of the most expensive 

properties in Queensland. The average house price in some suburbs like Sunshine 

Beach can be well over $2 million. 

 

The Sunshine Coast’s housing market has experienced significant growth and 

development in recent years, making it an attractive destination for homebuyers and 



property investors alike. From stunning beachfront properties to tranquil hinterland 

retreats, the region offers diverse options to suit various preferences and budgets. 

The coastal areas of the Sunshine Coast, such as  Noosa Heads, Maroochydore, 

and Mooloolaba, are regarded as some of the best suburbs and are perennially 

popular and highly sought-after. These areas offer a vibrant beach lifestyle, with a 

range of apartments, townhouses, and luxury waterfront homes available. These 

coastal suburbs often command higher property prices due to their prime locations 

and access to amenities, including world-class dining, shopping precincts, and 

entertainment options in Mountain Creek. 

The Sunshine Coast property market offers not only established suburbs and new 

housing areas but also opportunities for investment in the region’s growing 

infrastructure projects. The expansion of the Sunshine Coast Airport, the 

Maroochydore City Centre development, and the ongoing upgrades to the Bruce 

Highway are examples of significant infrastructure projects that contribute to the 

region’s economic growth and property market appeal. 

Employment Opportunities and the Job Market 

Before moving to Queensland’s Sunshine Coast, it’s essential that you assess the 

local job market to make sure it aligns with your career goals and abilities. 

Unemployment rates are currently lower than in many other parts of Australia. In the 

2022 December quarter, the unemployment rate in Sunshine Coast was 2.6%. 

Here are a few factors you should take into account: 

Industry Presence: The Sunshine Coast boasts an economy made up of various key 

sectors including tourism, agriculture, retail, construction, education, health care and 

professional services – as well as an ever-increasing presence of tech and creative 

industries. To get an idea of which sectors dominate, take an inventory and assess if 

any are aligned with your career aspirations and goals. 

Job Availability: Assess the current employment market conditions on the Sunshine 

Coast to ascertain its state. Are there multiple job openings in your field and 

advancement opportunities available to you? 

Salary Expectations: Before moving to the Sunshine Coast, research the average 

salary ranges for your profession.  Average salaries may be less than in the major 

centres, but a lower cost of living may make up for it.  Wages may differ considerably 

between regions. 

Transportation: How easy is your commute to work on the Sunshine Coast? Although 

known for its famed Sunshine Coast lifestyle some areas can be spread out and may 

impact your daily commuting times. 



Work Culture: Work cultures vary significantly by region. For instance, the Sunshine 

Coast is well-known for its relaxed lifestyle; however, this may differ significantly 

among industries and companies. 

Growth Opportunities: Research the projected growth in your industry of interest to 

see whether there are opportunities for professional development and career 

progression. 

Networking Opportunities: Consider all the professional networking possibilities on 

the Sunshine Coast as vital steps toward job searching and career advancement. 

Work/Life Balance: The Sunshine Coast is well known for its exceptional lifestyle, 

boasting beautiful beaches and an enthusiastic community spirit. Consider how this 

could fit with your ideal work/life balance goals. 

Keep in mind, however, that these are just general considerations and their 

application to you will depend on your personal situation and career objectives. 

Consulting a career adviser or local job agencies could offer more individualized 

insights. 

Cost of Living and Budgeting on the Sunshine Coast 

Living Costs and Financial Management in the Sunshine Coast – a Must-Know 

Guide! 

Managing expenses in the Sunshine Coast area requires thoughtful budgeting to 

attain a good quality of life. Housing is one of the biggest costs; rent and mortgage 

costs vary from suburb to suburb. Transportation expenses must also be taken into 

account, as public transport can be pricey and limited. Eating out can also be 

expensive, but with awareness, you can save money while maintaining a 

comfortable lifestyle. 



 

When arranging finances for the Sunshine Coast, there are several points to think 

about. Research affordable housing options and compare prices before deciding. Set 

aside a monthly sum for utilities like electricity, gas, water, internet, phone bills and 

groceries. Carefully budget for leisure activities such as entertainment and travel.  

CONCLUSION 

A smooth shift to Sunshine Coast living is about more than just moving your 

belongings it’s about building a new life with ease and confidence. By understanding 

the essentials of the region and preparing for the changes ahead, individuals and 

families can settle comfortably and make the most of the opportunities the Sunshine 

Coast provides. With the right planning, this move can mark the beginning of an 

enriching and fulfilling chapter. 
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