
PA Car Title Transfer: 
Everything You Need to Know





A PA Car Title Transfer is one of most significant procedures when purchasing or selling 
a car here. The process legally transfers the vehicle's property rights and ensures you 
agree with the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PennDOT) regulations.

When transferring a title after a sale, a car gift to a family member, or even an inherited 
vehicle, a person usually takes extra time with research to save time and avoid costly 
errors.

Understanding the PA Car Title Transfer Process

In Pennsylvania, the seller and the buyer must also be physically present whenever a 
car is transferred into ownership. Usually, the transfer occurs at an office of a PennDOT 
authorized agent or Pennsylvania Auto Tags agency. The owner transfers the title by 
signing it, the odometer reading is noted, and the buyer issues a bill of sale. The buyer 
will then present the signed title, a copy of insurance, a valid identification, and pay the 
appropriate payments and taxes.

https://309autotags.com/


If an existing lien exists, the title cannot be transferred unless the lien is cleared or 
released. Usually, the lienholder ensures they send an electronic release to 
PennDOT. After it is processed, the new title is sent to the new owner, which can 
usually be done within 4-6 weeks.

Everyday Situations Requiring a Title Transfer

● Private Sale – When buying or selling between individuals.
● Dealer Purchase – Dealers usually handle the transfer.
● Gifted Vehicle – Tax exemptions may apply for qualifying family transfers.
● Inheritance – May require a death certificate and executor's proof.
● Using Pennsylvania Auto Tags for a Hassle-Free Experience

Completing a title transfer can be confusing, especially with PennDOT's paperwork 
requirements. Pennsylvania Auto Tags services are authorized PennDOT agents who 
process title transfers daily. They verify documents, notarize titles, collect fees, and 
submit all paperwork to PennDOT on your behalf.



What You'll Need For A Title Transfer At An Auto Tag Agency
● The vehicle's title or Manufacturer's Certificate of Origin (MCO)
● Valid PA driver's license or photo ID
● Proof of PA insurance in your name or a VIN-specific policy
● Registration card if transferring existing plates (can save you money)
● Costs for PA Car Title Transfers

Cars:
● Title transfer with new plates & registration: $282.00 + sales tax + $5 local use 

fee (if applicable)
● Title & plate/registration transfer: $205.00 + sales tax
● Title & plate/registration with renewal: $253.00 + sales tax + $5 local use fee
● Motorcycles:
● Title transfer with new plates & registration: $259.00 + sales tax + $5 local use 

fee
● Title & plate/registration transfer: $205.00 + sales tax
● Title & plate/registration with renewal: $230.00 + sales tax + $5 local use fee
● Trucks & Trailers:



● Title transfer with new plates & registration: $234.00 + GVWR fee + sales tax + $5 
local use fee

● Title & plate/registration transfer: $205.00 + sales tax + any applicable increase fee
● Title & plate/registration with renewal: $205.00 + GVWR fee + sales tax + $5 local 

use fee

Most title transfers can be completed on the same day, and you can get a 90-day 
temporary registration while PennDOT works on your documents.

Final Tips for a Smooth Title Transfer

Precision plays a significant role in preventing legal or financial problems related to PA 
car title transfer. Ensure all signatures are the same as they appear on the title, record 
the proper odometer reading, and preserve copies of all documents as a record. Minor 
errors will lead to delays, so care should be taken.

https://309autotags.com/title-transfer-registration/
https://309autotags.com/title-transfer-registration/


Hiring a professional firm for Pennsylvania Auto Tags, can save time and eliminate 
expensive mistakes, whether self-done or by professionals. A properly done title 
change will protect your ownership rights and result in a seamless and hassle-free 
transfer of your rights to your next owner or buyer of your car or vehicle.
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