
Buying Advice: Expert Tips for Picking the Right 

Bassinet for Your Newborn 

 
Introduction 

When it comes to buying advice for the perfect bassinet for your newborn, making the right choice is 

crucial for your baby's safety and comfort. Buying advice from experts can enhance your overall 

parenting experience. After evaluating over 21 products and rigorously testing 14 top contenders, we've 

compiled expert buying advice to guide your decision. This article provides essential information on the 

benefits of bassinets, the different types available, and key factors to consider when making your 

selection. 

Why Choose a Bassinet? 

Buying advice for a bassinet highlights the convenience it offers during the early months of parenthood. 

A bassinet allows parents to keep their baby close at night, facilitating easier feeding, comforting, and 

monitoring. Buying advice from the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) recommends room-sharing 

without bed-sharing to reduce the risk of Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS), making a bassinet an 

ideal option for safe sleep practices. For mothers recovering from a C-section, buying advice suggests a 

bassinet can minimize the need for excessive movement, providing a more comfortable and accessible 
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sleeping arrangement. Additionally, bassinets are often lightweight and portable, allowing parents to 

keep their baby nearby throughout the day, whether in the living room, bedroom, or other areas of the 

home. 

Types of Bassinets 

Buying advice for bassinets emphasizes understanding the different types available. The first type is the 

co-sleeper bassinet, which either attaches to or sits adjacent to the bed, allowing parents to easily reach 

their baby without getting out of bed. This design is particularly beneficial for nighttime breastfeeding 

and soothing. The second option is a freestanding bassinet, which stands independently and can be 

placed anywhere in the room. Many models come with wheels for added mobility and storage 

compartments for baby essentials. The third option is a travel crib with a bassinet attachment, which 

combines the functionality of a play yard with a removable bassinet. Buying advice recommends this 

option for parents who frequently visit family or travel. 

Key Factors to Consider 

Buying advice for bassinets highlights several critical factors to ensure safety and comfort. Breathability 

and sleep surface are paramount. A bassinet with breathable sidewalls, such as mesh or wooden slats, 

promotes proper airflow and prevents suffocation if the baby rolls against the side. Buying advice 

stresses the importance of a firm mattress that meets ASTM standards and is less than an inch thick to 

reduce the risk of SIDS. It is also crucial to ensure that the mattress fits snugly within the bassinet frame 

to avoid entrapment hazards. 

Buying advice also emphasizes the importance of portability and mobility. A lightweight bassinet allows 

parents to move it easily between rooms, while locking wheels provide stability and safety when 

stationary. Compact and foldable designs are especially useful for travel or homes with limited space. 

However, buying advice cautions against moving a bassinet with the baby inside to prevent accidental 

injury. 

Buying advice regarding size and weight is also essential. Heavier models, such as the HALO Bassinest (33 

lbs), offer enhanced stability but are more challenging to move. In contrast, lightweight options like the 

BabyBjorn Cradle (12.1 lbs) provide greater flexibility. Additionally, buying advice suggests selecting a 

bassinet made from non-toxic materials to protect your baby's health. Look for products that meet CARB 

Phase 2 standards to avoid harmful emissions and steer clear of MDF boards, which can release 

formaldehyde. Eco-friendly options like the Arm's Reach Clear-Vue are ideal for environmentally 

conscious parents. 

Step-by-Step Guide to Choosing the Right Bassinet 

Buying advice for bassinets recommends starting by identifying your primary need. If your goal is to co-

sleep safely, a co-sleeper bassinet is the best option. For those seeking flexibility and ease of movement, 

a freestanding bassinet with wheels is ideal. If you frequently travel or visit family, a travel crib with a 

bassinet attachment is the most practical choice. Buying advice also emphasizes assessing your 

portability requirements to determine whether a lightweight, mobile design is necessary for your home 

environment. Lastly, buying advice highlights the importance of setting a budget. High-end models like 

the HALO Bassinest Essentia range from $300 to $400, while mid-range options such as the BabyBjorn 



Cradle cost between $200 and $300. For parents on a tighter budget, the Graco Pack 'n Play On the Go 

offers basic functionality for $50 to $100. 

Safe Sleep Guidelines 

No buying advice for bassinets would be complete without emphasizing safe sleep practices. The 

American Academy of Pediatrics advises always placing your baby on their back to sleep, using a firm 

mattress with a fitted sheet, and avoiding soft bedding, pillows, and blankets. Buying advice also 

recommends keeping the bassinet in your room but not in your bed to reduce the risk of SIDS. Regularly 

inspecting the bassinet for wear and tear, loose parts, or damaged materials is essential for maintaining 

a safe sleep environment. 

Additional Features to Look For 

Buying advice for bassinets encourages parents to consider additional features that enhance 

functionality and convenience. Adjustable height settings allow you to align the bassinet with your bed 

for easy access. Built-in vibration or soothing sounds can help calm a fussy baby. Buying advice suggests 

looking for models with storage compartments for diapers, wipes, and other baby essentials. A 

removable, washable mattress cover is also a valuable feature for easy cleaning and maintenance. 

Conclusion 

The best buying advice for choosing a bassinet depends on your unique parenting needs, budget, and 

lifestyle. Whether you prioritize co-sleeping convenience, portability, or travel-friendly designs, there is a 

bassinet that meets your requirements. By following expert buying advice and focusing on critical factors 

such as breathability, safety standards, and ease of use, you can create a secure and comfortable sleep 

environment for your newborn during those precious early months. With this comprehensive buying 

advice, you can make a confident and informed decision that supports your baby's well-being and 

enhances your parenting experience. 

 


